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18 October 2005 - HOW TO GET INVOLVED 
The UN Youth Caucus is working with the International Water Association and the America’s Clean Water Foundation to promote the second annual World Water Monitoring Day on October 18th 2005.

A global educational exercise designed to raise awareness and stimulate interest in the importance of clean water for everyone on the planet, World Water Monitoring Day is rapidly becoming a well-known international fixture, growing yearly in popularity, significance and profile.  “In time, World Water Monitoring Day can become as important as World Environment Day as a way for citizens to get involved”, says Michael Rouse, President of the IWA.  

The organisers aim to involve volunteers from all over the globe in active testing and stewardship of their local water source. Using a simple testing kit, volunteers will monitor their chosen water body and record their findings on the World Water Monitoring Day website, www.worldwatermonitoringday.org ultimately contributing to a useful resource of knowledge about the world’s waterways. 

Description of the project

World Water Monitoring Day aims to involve members of the global community, teaching them how easy it is to be ‘hands-on’ with their immediate environment, thereby having a positive effect on the planet in general.  It is not only the responsibility of government and the corporate world to safeguard the world’s freshwater supplies, but of every man, woman and child, the users of water, to learn about the protection of these precious resources.  This empowering exercise will underline how important it is for every living thing to have access to a clean, safe, sustainable supply of water, demonstrating how every new pair of eyes watching a body of water is another to discourage misuse, pollution and environmental damage.  “World Water Monitoring Day is a perfect example of thinking globally and acting locally”, says Andrew Speers of the International Water Association.
This practical, fun activity encourages both amateur and experienced volunteers to go to their local rivers, lakes and streams and perform a simple test measuring 4 basic water properties:

· Temperature

· pH 

· Dissolved Oxygen

· Turbidity (water clarity)

Results are recorded on a data sheet and entered by country and location on the World Water Monitoring Day website: www.worldwatermonitoringday.org
For those who do not have access to monitoring equipment, water-testing kits can also be ordered via this website. 

An activity unlike any other in the water calendar, WWMD goes further than encouraging interest and raising awareness by promoting meaningful and positive action.  Ordinary people are connected with efforts to protect and preserve their local freshwater bodies, and the base of information available on each catchment is continually expanded.

Why is World Water-Monitoring day so important?

· Teaching responsibility

Environmental issues, particularly clean water and access to it, are among the most pressing facing the planet and will become increasingly so as the present generation of young people grow up.  World Water Monitoring Day is an invaluable exercise in instilling a sense of accountability to the Earth and the sustainability of its resources.  Young people are learning skills now that they will keep with them through to adulthood, while people of all ages can learn that the philosophy of environmental responsibility is vital for the sustainability of all the world’s species.  

World Water Monitoring Day is a co-ordinated global event, involving young and old, amateur and professional volunteers.  It encourages potential water-monitors to spend more time outdoors, caring for their local water source and therefore their environment.  World Water Monitoring Day will be the first step for many who have never considered taking part in water quality protection before.

Each responsible water monitor can make a difference to the world in general.  By performing water quality monitoring exercises, communities and individuals are made aware of the condition of their local water bodies and are encouraged to take action to rectify problems.  For example, students at a school in Sydney, Australia, on becoming aware of poor water quality in a creek adjacent to their school, developed a water quality improvement program, the principal initiative of which was an education campaign targeted at the managers of the various light industrial sites within the catchment upstream of the school.  The education campaign encouraged better site management and provided advice on other water pollution controls initiatives that could be taken.  The students also lobbied their local government to install a gross pollutant trap to prevent course solids flowing to a popular surfing beach. 
Because the month-long monitoring period will involve the efforts of both amateur and professional water-testers, the accuracy of the data gathered cannot always be relied on to be scientifically accurate.  However, the efforts of amateur water-monitors are invaluable.  Monitoring results can provide an early warning system and flag up potential water quality problems that can then be investigated by more qualified water-monitoring organisations, thereby providing an invaluable service to the planet.  

· The nature of the target audience 

The organisers are encouraging participation and support from a wide variety of contributors: -

· Young people in their role as future caretakers of the planet.  Schoolchildren can learn the basic properties of fresh water and develop a sense of responsibility towards the environment.  Older students looking to continue their studies in water, environment and world development-related areas can benefit from participating in a global exercise and watching it develop.

· Those who rely on fresh water for sports and recreational activities.  In an ‘Education through Recreation’ drive, we will contact anglers, rowers, canoeists and swimmers, among others.  

· Social groups such as Girl Guides, Boy Scouts, sporting associations etc. can provide an invaluable network of participation.  

· Water industry professionals already familiar to the IWA and ACWF.
· Those who are already concerned for the environment, but at a loss as to what they can do to contribute to its well-being
· Those who have never considered taking an active role in helping the planet, but who now have the opportunity to realise that they can participate in the protection of its water resources, and have fun in the process.
· A useful educational tool 

The water-testing exercise fits into many curricula of science and environmental-related teaching.  

The resulting database of information available on the World Water Monitoring Day website provides contributors with a valuable database which can be referred to for months after the event.  As well as entering data from their chosen location on the WWMD website, participants can view readings from any other location in the world and compare results.  These comparisons can be used as the basis for lessons in world development and other environment-related subjects.  We are looking into compiling a teachers’ guide to using this database, as well as a forum for discussion and exchange of ideas between volunteer water monitors, both of which would ultimately be available via the website.

· An enjoyable learning experience

Feedback from students who took part in last year’s event was positive and very encouraging.  Schoolchildren hugely enjoyed the exercise – for some it was the highlight of their learning activities for that term.  For example, Fellowship Afloat Charitable Trust (FACT), a U.K.-based trust working with young people and teaching them water-related activities such as sailing, reported that they had enjoyed an excellent experience.  Using 10 kits sent by the IWA, a group of thirty schoolchildren tested three sites on the Blackwater Estuary and logged their results on the database themselves. The whole process took an hour and the experience was the highlight of the group's one-week visit.  The children reported that they particularly enjoyed the fact that they were participating in a global process. FACT is very keen to be involved again this year, and will be re-using the kits in the meantime.  
We have found that students are eager to do what they can to interact with their peers in other parts of the world and help them in the ultimate goal of gaining access to safe water.

· A Global effort

Word Water Monitoring Day 2004 saw the involvement of 50 countries worldwide.  Among those supporting this event are governmental agencies, businesses, philanthropic foundations, academic institutions, educators, environmental organisations and local volunteer monitoring groups.  WWMD is a memorable annual event, and we aim to continue building momentum and participation for this awareness-raising opportunity.  

The event is new and exciting, and the organisers expect to see increased media coverage as interest and participation improve.  This year, more detailed forward planning, increased media exposure and sponsorship will allow more people from a greater variety of backgrounds to participate.  

HOW YOU CAN TAKE PART

There are various options to choose from, which means you can be as involved as you want to be:

1. Be a water monitor
By carrying out tests on your local water source you will be participating in an invaluable educational exercise on a global scale.  You and other contributors will be developing your knowledge of the environment and contributing to the health of the planet and its water resources.  You can learn how water supports all life and understand how abuse of such a valuable commodity can affect the entire ecosystem.   

2. Be a Co-ordinator
A co-ordinator will be recruited in each participating group to oversee the monitoring activities and ensure the results are accurately recorded online.  It will be possible to measure the extent of involvement in the event via the website, which can track registered groups, locations and frequency of monitoring.  

3. SPREAD THE MESSAGE

By featuring an article on World Water Monitoring Day on your website or in your newsletter, or by including a link from your website to www.worldwatermonitoringday.org, awareness of the event will spread to contacts already known to your organisation.  

4. Become a sponsor
Sponsorship from your organisation would fund the purchase of water-testing kits to be supplied to would-be water monitors in the developing world, thus allowing input from volunteers in parts of the globe where access to clean water is a hugely important issue.  These volunteers could benefit greatly from taking part in World Water Monitoring Day by contributing to a co-ordinated international event, and by learning through interaction with peer groups in other parts of the world.
Funding for kits is invaluable, and would provide these groups with a useful educational tool which can be used repeatedly in scientific and environmental education.  

Timeline

The water-monitoring window is open from 18th September to 18th October, culminating in the celebration of World Water Monitoring Day itself on October 18th 2005.

Results can still be recorded via the website until December 18, providing the readings themselves were taken during the monitoring window.

Water-testing kits can be ordered via the WWMD website from mid-July up to the international shipping deadline in late September.

Monitoring results will ultimately be compiled into an annual report, which will be available on the website early the following year, and will provide information about freshwater bodies all over the world at the time.

HOW WE CAN HELP YOU IF YOU DECIDE TO PARTICIPATE 

As well as general advice, IWA can provide the following:

· Outreach materials: World Water Monitoring Day posters, ‘Save the Date’ reminder postcards and brochures can be obtained as printable files from the website.  Larger posters are available on request.

· Information leaflets

· Instruction booklets 

· Model press releases which volunteer organisations can modify in order to publicise their monitoring activities to local and national media.

In time, we are also looking into improving the WWMD website to include a forum for discussion and exchange of ideas between volunteer water monitors.

Based on available supplies and sponsorship, your organisation can apply to receive a free testing kit if you do not already have the necessary water-testing equipment or the resources to purchase it.  
Background of the project

In 2002, America’s Clean Water Foundation created National Water Monitoring Day in the US, commemorating the 30th anniversary of the U.S. Clean Water Act.  Having experienced success and enthusiasm from participants in National Water Monitoring Day, the following year ACWF initiated the organisation of World Water Monitoring Day, thus beginning a global partnership with the International Water Association. 

Media coverage

In its first year as an international event, World Water Monitoring Day generated creditable media coverage through various press events.  The press conference launch in Washington D.C and the event itself were covered by the following media organisations:  C-SPAN, The Voice of America, British Satellite News, BBC World Service Radio, BBC Radio Five Live, Independent Radio Network, The Guardian, USA Today, The Taipei Times, Water 21, the Associated Press, InterPress Service, Friends of the Earth website, Michigan Out of Doors TV and GOACOM, as well as coverage and links on participating organisations’ websites and in local media.  WWMD will benefit from far more detailed forward planning, resulting in increased media exposure in future years.

